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To the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives convened in General Assembly. 


GsxTLEMEN,—It is with profound 
feelings of thankfulness to Almi aty 
God, for the manifold blessings whi 

he has vouchsafed unto us, that I 
once more, in my capacity of Gov- 
enor, salute you upon your assem- 
bling together at this, the commence- 
ment of another year. 

Since I last had the pleasure of ad- 
dressing you, Deseret has continued 
to rapidly advance in that path of pro- 
gress and development, which she has 
ever undeviatingly pursued since her 
first settlement. ossessing in the 
beginning but few advantages, com- 
pared with many of her sister States, 
and having no glittering treasures to 
. offer as inducements to the ordinary 
immigrant to settle here, Deseret h 
nevertheless, marched steadily onwa 
to the fulfilment of the high destin 
anticipated for her. The year whi 

Season of peace and prosperity. 
Bountiful harvests have i the 
én for their toil, and our 
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smiling fields and fruitful orchards, 
have presented a prospect that 


has 
gladdened every h and caused 
thankagivings to ascend to the great 
Creator for the abundant fertili 


ments have been extended north and 
south ; they have increased in popula- 


tion, in the conveniences and comforts 
of life, and in everything that contri- 
butes to material wealth ; nooks and 
pn, 2 and resources of which the 
people have had no expectation of 
ever finding in these sterile and for- 
bidding-looking mountains, have beem 
discovered developed to a very 
tifying extent, encouraging our 
chlemat and causing them to places 
higher value upon our country, 
the advan which it affords, than 


they were disposed to do upon our 
first settlement emg With all their 
apparent sterility, the uninviting ma- 
ture of their surroundings, the 


desolate wastes which stretch them- 


ay 
it 
~ + 
nh 
| 
which he has bestowed upon our y 
Under the benign and heavenly infla- 
ence of peace, which we have enjoyed 
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selves for hundreds of miles on every | 
side of us, making our position here 
one of complete isolation, we have 
become deeply attached to these 
valleys. Embosomed in the midst of 
the mighty range cf mountains which 
form the backbone of our continent, 
they invited us to rest when we were 
weary pilgrims, fleeing from heartless 
and cruel persecution, which had. 
sought to destroy us and obliterate 
our religion from the face of the earth; 
and, since our residence here, they 
have been to us all they promised to 
be—an asylum and secure retreat— 
a peaceful home for us, and the Israel 
ef God who have gathered here. ) TH® 

eplorable events which have tran- 

ired in those portions of our country 
uate we formerly resided—the fruits 
of foul rebellion, and the abuse of that 
liberty which our fathers beqeathed 
unto us as a most inestimable and pre- 
cious legacy—have enabled us to ap- 
preciate the seclusion of these moun- 
tain fastnesses, and has given Deseret 
an importance which was but little 
dreamed of a few years ago. 

There has been no change since I 
last addressed you, in the relation- 
ship of the State of Deseret to the 
Parent Government. The Congress of 
the United States has not yet deemed 
it proper to udmit Deseret into the 
family of States. In petitioning to 
be admitted into the Union as a 
Sovereign State, we were desirous of 
lighteniny the expenses of the General 
Government, by bearing our own gov- 
ernmental expenses. This may yet 
be viewed as an object of sufficient 
oop cman to prompt Congress to 
look favorably upon our request. 
Indeed, it seems probable that the 
time is not far distant, when we will 
be requested and golici to assume 
the dignity and rsponsibilities of a 
Sovereign State among our sister States 
in the Union. It has been urged that 
our population was not sufficient to 
entitle us to this right; but this can 
no longer be held as an objection, even 
if our population had not increased to 
‘the number required, under the last 
apportionment, for the election of a 
member of the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States; for the 
Territory of Nevada, which has re- 
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tion of Territorial depend 

been offered the robes 
did not have, at the time of heral 
mission into the Union as a State, 
to exceed 40,000 souk 

n order that everything may be is 
readiness when Congress shall recog. 
nize our State organization, and % 
save confusion and trouble, when tl 
transition from a Territorial conditig 
to that of a State shall have been fully 
accomplished, I would res 
suggest, that you enact that the lay 
now in force in the Territory of Utah, 
be in full force and virtue in lawi 
the State of Deseret. 

The pro which is being mais 
in the opening of coal mines—by whid 
coal in increased quantities, and of a 
improved quality, is being brought 
into market—in the erection of hand- 
some and substautial stores and public 
buildings, and commodious and ede 
gant dwellinys—in the production o 
staples, and in the advancement d 
home manufactures of various kinds 
is a cause of sincere congratulation 
Machinery for the manufacture a 
woollen and cotton fabrics, has bee 
imported and put into successful oper 
tion, and I trust that the day isneé 
far distant, when our importation d 
these articles will be comparatively 
limited. 

The Pacific Railroad, which hs 
occupied so large a share of public 
attention for the past few years, I 
being forwarded, both east west, 
with commendable rapidity por 
tion of the route for the road through 
our State has been surveyed, and it: 
now ascertained that it can be 
through these mountains, without 
meeting with the difficulties whic 
were anticipated as likely to prove 
almost insuperable. The telegraphit 
wires have already been stre 
across the continent, and have proved 
beneficial to our business men 
others. By this medium we have been 
furnished daily with the news from tbe 
east and west, and have also 
able to communicate with our core 
spondents and friends, thousands 
miles distant, with great ease at aly 
moment. The introduction of 
valuable invention into our State, 
been attended with gratifying res 


 @ently been released from her condi- 
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every day. By the’proper use of these 
great discoveries of our 
road and the telegraph—and by fully 
availing ourselves of the facilities 
which they proffer, we can be greatly 
sided in advancing the interests of qur 


State. 
efforts of our citizens to 
duce cotton, have been crowned with 
very encouraging success. There have 
been, and still are, many difficulti 
to be contended with and overcome 
before the business of raising cotto 
ean become as remunerative, as the 
raising of cereals in more favorable 
localities ; but the experience ed 
during the past few years, by the citi- 
rens of che cotton growing districts, 
will be of incalculable benefit to them 
in their future operations, The recent 
accessions of strength which those 
settlements have received, have had 
an inspiriting effect upon the old set- 
tlers there, and they feel that many of 
the difficulties under which they have 
heretofore labored, are about to be 
gvercome. 

he Indian disturbances the 
Plains, and the precarious nature of 
the transportation by the route usually 
travelled from the east, have caused 
all eyes to be turned in other direc- 
tions, to discover a route which, while 
promising the safety and certainty of 
regular communication, that the old 
travelled route does not afford, will, 
at the same time, not be so expensive 
as to render it for the 
service we want. ese requisites, we 
hope, will be found in the route to 
this State by way of the Colorado 
river. In view of the probable neces- 
uty, of eur being compelled to use and 
to depend principally upon this route 


age—the rail- |. 
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on, 
build a warehouse at the head of navi- 
gation on the C _ mayer, a 
site selected for the erection. of t 
building, is 125 miles distant from St. 
George. A road is being constructed. 
from the latter point to the warehouse, 
and companies have been formed te 
establish settlements, at suitable pointa, 
contiguous to the proposed landing, 
and on the road leading thereto. 
When the contemplated measures.re- 
specting this route shall have been 
fully carried out, I think it.is not. toe 
much to say, that ita importance to~- 
our State will be immense., ime 
hopes are entertained, that, when once. 
that route is opened and traffic esta- 
blished by it, goods can be.delivered ~ 
in Great Salt Lake City as cheap, if © 
not cheaper, than by any other present — 
travelled route. its .proxi- 
mity to our southern . settlements, 
gives it one great advantage oy 
every other route—viz,, that to reac 
the landing at the head of navigation, 
we are required to go very little be- 

ond the limits of our own ,Btat 

e development and_ benefits which 
will attend this traffic and intercourse 
at those settlements, which are now . 
viewed as somewhat remote and.ont * 
of the way, can be readily understood. ' 
In view of these prospects, the.citizens ; 
of the southern Pag we of our State . 
are hopeful for the future, and,they 
already anticipate the beneficial resulta, 
which will follow the adoption of ths 
route. 

May Heaven’s blessings rest down 
upon your deliberations. . 


an 


Brienam Youne. . 


AGENCY AND DEVELOPMENT OF MAN. _. 
BY HLDER JOHN NICHOLSON, 

t is recognized among the Saints, ; immortal spirits, and Pad] if We 
well established snd. icated | have given reverence’ to our arthly 
| that man in his nature and attri- | fathers, ‘shall wenotamch rather de 
dutes, partakes of the nature of God, subjectionuntothe Fatherof spirits 

Wat as in our physical constitutions, | lives”. 
_ on like unto our fathers according | without beginning of days or end 


He is the Father of our 


years, and if man, his sos 
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unto him in that respect, we may | 
reasonably conclude that man is co- 
existent or coeval with his Creator. 
At this idea, the world may open their 
eyes in astonishment, and ask if we 
mean to say that man had no begin- 
ning; to which interrogation it might 
be answered, that there was a com- 
mencement to his living in an orga- 
nized form, but that the elements or 
materials which compose his spiritual 
organization, ever did and ever will 
continue to exist. But, have we not 
been given to understand that spirits 
are immaterial? To this we answer, 
Come forth, ye learned men, use all 
your sophistical philosophy, and in- 
form us, if you can, what immaterial- 
ism is, and all your —— argu- 
ments will resolve themselves into 
airy nothingness, for the only defini- 
tion that can be given is, that it is 
the’opposite to that which is material. 
Then what ground is there for that 
conclusion—namely, that spirits are 
immaterial, and that God is an imma- 
terial being? The learned assert that 
man can only reason from analogy ; 
look around, and see if there can be 
found anything analogous to im- 
materiality. Are we not material 
beings, surrounded by eating, drinking 
and breathing material substances, 
and dwelling on a tangible material 
world, and how then can we form the 
least idea, or the most remote con- 
ception, of an immaterial being? We 
are given to understand that all things 
were created, first spiritually, and then 
pores A consequently, man ex- 
is in the spirit anterior to his 
living temporally on this terrestrial 
world. It is evidently he who is de- 
scribed in the Scriptures when it says, 
that before the ledadations of this 
earth were laid, ‘‘the morning stars 
sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy.” Jesus was the first 
born among many brethren, and he 
says, ‘‘ Before Abraham was, I AM.” 
Man, evidently, isa being of agency, 
and like Him from whom he emana- 
ted, is in his nature progressive— 
Pp along from one gradation or 
probation to another. When does 
that agency commence, is a question 
worthy of attention? Are we to sup- 
pose that it had its commencement, 
only with his earthly career or exist- 
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ence? This appears irreconcilsh 
with the justice and mercy of Goi 
We are told that he made of one blog 
all men to dwell on all the face of th» 
earth, and that he marked eut, ¢ 
planned before hand, the bounds ¢ 
their habitation. There are thonsanj 
and millions of human beings, why 
have dwelt and do dwell in countr 
where truth’s refulgent rays hay 
scarcely penetrated—where supenti 
tion’s dismal, gloomy influence hold 
unmitigated sway—where men a 
women are bound in chains and fetten 
infinitely stronger than those used ly 
the veriest despot that ever disgraced 
the footstool] of our God—namely, the 
fetters of ignorance. QO! that ma 
could really understand what tm 
libe-.y is, and seek it where alonei 
can be found. Men may shout fre 
dom and liberty—they may rush 
battle against each other, spreadig 
destruction around them, with tha 
soul inspiring motto inscribed upon 
their banners; but until they am 
willing to allow the chains and fetten 
of ignorance to be burst asunder, an 
broken in pieces by the sledge-hammet 
of truth, they will never enjoy 
blessed sweets. ~ 

But to resifme again the thread d 
our subject. We find man surroundel 
with every variety of circumstances~- 
some being favored with almost every 
imaginable advantage, to enable them 
to become noble, intelligent and er 
alted, whilst the surroundings of othes 
are of the most disadvantageous d¢ 
scription. Then, if we wish tor 
concile this condition of matters wilt 
the justice and equity of God, 
must conclude that the agency of maa 
was coeval with his first existence # 
an organized form in the spimt, and 
that when he assumed the form of bi 
Father in heaven, he began to par 
the way to his future destiny. At 
if we take this view, we may reas 
ably conclude, also, that his course” 
one sphere of life, will materially alle 
his condition and circumstances 12 
next. 

We aware, that the 
pursu us in i ong oD 
earthly of Nife, will depend th 
happiness and exaltation, or misery, 
as the case may be, which we wi 


realize in the next or future st 


The 
8 
1S, 
act 
mo 
w 
reb 
glo 
cou 
avi 
thi 
as 
gto 
En 
not 
we 
no 
ne 
im 
be 
ta 
ce 
mil 
ak 
to 
all 
Be 
al 
th 
at: 
| th 
| 8] 
| 
al 
g 
a 
I 


AGENCY AND DEVELOPMENT OF MAN. 


Then, is it not equally as reasonable 
to suppose, that our present condit-on 
is tosome extent, the effects of our 
actions in a prior existence? To be 
more plain and explicit, we will refer 
to the Revelations, where we learn a 
rebellion took place in the realms of 
glory. There was a division in the 
councils of heaven; Satan rebelled 
sgainst God, and drew after him a 
third part of heaven’s hosts. As well 
as there being this tbird ge who 
stood boldly out on the side of the 
Enemy of righteousness, might there 
not have been others again, who either 
were not valiant in the cause of right 
nor wrong, and remained entirely 
neutral, or were guilty of some other 
impropriety ; and may they not have 
been those spirits who are sent to 
tabernacle in bodies, which have pro- 
ceeded from the loins of Cain the 
murderer, and are smitten with the 
skin of blackness, and who, according 
to the curse pronounced on Canaan 
and- his posterity, are doomed to be 
servants of servants? How very clear 
and plain, then, does it appear, that 
their present condition and circum- 
stances, are partly the results of their 
previous works; and if there were 
those who stood neutral, can we for a 
single moment doubt, but that there 
would be all the varied shades and 
grades from them, up to the brave 
and valiant in the cause of heaven’s 
great King. May not the variety of 
scene and circumstance, of advantage 
and disadvantage, be traceable, to some 
extent at least, to such causes as these? 
Thus is seen the justice and mercy of 
Him who rules and reigns supreme, 
and, also, that man possessed his 
agency and free will, while in existence 
in the spirit. 

It has been said, that mind is never 
entirely still or inactive, but is ever 
exercising one or other of its faculties. 
Hence, so soon as man is organized, 
or formed in the spirit, he commences 
to develop himself, some acquiring and 
accumulating intelligence, in their 
cuward and upward career, develop- 
ing the noble attributes within them, 
and being inspired with a never-dying 
and eternal devotion to the cause of 
their great Parent, which cause is the 
exalting and happifying of His nume- 
fous and extensive progeny. There 
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no doubt are, also, a great many who 


o not pursue this course, nor culti- 
vate this disposition ; hence, when 
their locality is changed, they carry 
with them their qualities and di 
tions. For instance, if you 
man from England, and 
America, he still remains the same. 
Our locality has been changed; we 
have come from God, and have brought 
ourselves with us, (if we may be 
allowed to use the expression) Of» 
course, our earthly tabernacles, 
through which the evil spirits and in- 
finences operate upon us, as well as 
other causes combined, make us vastly 
different to what we were previous to 
entering our bodies; yet there is 
enough evidence to show, that there 
has been in our prior existence, a great 
variety of spirits, dispositions and in~ 
telligences, and, as a natural conse- 
quence, a great many different courses 
must have been pursued by those. 
various spirits; still, all come pure 
from the hand of their Creator, and 
those various dispositions do not de- 
prive them of the power of moulding 
themselves according to His design, so° 
that at some future time they can re- 
turn again to his presence. In the 
world we live in, there are from tho 
good, the noble and the virtuous, 
down to the sinful, degraded.and de- 
based. God our heavenly Father is 
well pleased with the good, noble and 
upright; and, as a reward, he sur- 
rounds them with such circumstances, 
that they may be enabled to develop 
themselves, and become like unto 
himself. We cannot enter thoroughly 
upon this subject, ina briefly condensed, 
article, but will endeavor, however, 
to show out the principle as well as 
we can, in God’s d with his 
own chosen people. He establishes 
his Work on the earth, for the re- 
demption of it and its inhabitants. 
It is at first small, but the number of 
its adberents increases. He sends 
forth his servants to preach the Gos- 
pel, and assist in saving the people; 
they go, and come back we with 
them their sheaves, the fruits of them 
arduous labors. In their thus labor- 
ing, a great many objects are attained, 
for, they not only are the means, in 
God’s hands, of benefiting their 


fellow-creatures; but in com 
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with trials and difficulties, and battling 
with the powers of error, they de- 
velop the energies of their own souls. 
In time, those whom they have been 
instrumental in converting, are sent 
forth in their turn to preach to their 
fellows, who still remain in darkness. 
By-and-bye the progeny of God’s peo- 
ple spring up, still more free from tra- 
dition and prejudice than were their 
fathers ; they, in their turn, are sent 
out to proclaim the knowledge of God 
to the sons and daughters of men ; 
their experience, thus gained, makes 
them bright and intelligent, and thus 
the work of progress and development 
is on and on, never ceasing in its pro- 
gressive march, for which be the name 
of Jehovah forever praised. Are 
those only developed, who are sent 
forth to the nations with the Gospel 
No. They leave be- 

ind them wives and children, fathers, 
mothers, sisters and brothers. Their 
absence causes those left behind, to 
put forth and develop more of their 
ewn energies and capabilities, and in- 
creases their faith and confidence in 
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| After the earth was formed and my 


placed thereon, and he had 
subject to sin and all its direful eo. 
sequences, Jesus came to point ont, 
way of escape from those evils; he 
himself as the captain of our salvati 
pressing boldly forward in the front¢ 
all, and leading the way. He accom. 
— the mission given him by the 
ather. He endeavored to shed 
around him the intelligence of heaven, 


God, when, perchance, the main stay 
or prop of the family is taken away 
from them for a season ; for all things 
work together for good, to those who 
love God and keep his commandments. 
In Zion’s sons being thus developed, 
they become powerful with God and 
man, and are thus preparing to hurl 
from their positions the wicked and 


and as the luminary of day sends forth come 
his cheering beams, and imparts light not ¢ 
) and warmth to the earth, so did the to b 
great Redeemer struggle to bless and lepel 
‘enlighten his benighted and fallen eve 
| brethren and sisters. Bat mankind, exer 
instead of hailing him gladly as 4 Whe 
messenger of peace, spurned him from mis 
their midst, rejected his Divine mes- wes 
sage, and shed his blood ; and few, had 
indeed, compared with the great bulk ence 
of humanity, bailed and received him for, 
as their Lord and Master. But was bhe: 
his mission then ended, the mission my 
the Eternal Father gave him to per- haf 
form and accomplish, before he should dot 
return again to dwell in his presence! tha 
We answer boldy, No. Many of lus aor 
brethren had gone beyond the grave, ho 
into the spirit world behind the veil, wo 
and they, too, must hear the Gospel’s the 


joyful sound. Peter informs us, that 
after Jesus was put to death in the 
flesh, he was quickened by the Spurit, 
by which he went and preached to the 
spirits in prison, and that his reason 


the proud, to trample under their feet 


the enemies of God’s Work, and thrust | 


aside every obstacle that shall stand | 
in the way of human progress. Thus | 
will the work of development proceed, | 
until the earth is redeemed, and men | 
dwell in everlasting peace and joy. 
But, will the work of progress and 
development cease here? No. Let 
us endeavor to trace its victorious and 
triumphant march still further, and 
see it wend its widening way, in man’s 
next field of broad experience, behind 
the veil. Jesus, like a bright and 
glorious constellation far in the ascend- 
ant, has ever headed the onward and 
upward march of mankind. In the 
eternal worlds, before this earth rolled 
into organized existence, He wasa 
bright beacon and example to his bre- 
thren, having loved righteousness and 


for doing so was, ‘‘that they miglit 
be judged according to men in the 
flesh, but live according to God in the 
Spirit.” David, in contemplating this 
portion of the work Jesus had to per 
form, exclaims, ‘‘ Lift up your heads, 
ye gates ; and be ye lift up, ye ever 
lasting doors; and the King of glory 
shall come in.” Could, or would 
Jesus do all the work behind the veil 
himself, without using his servants 
any more than he did on the earth! 
We are not at all inclined to believe 
so, for a single moment. He gave 
many great, glorious and cheering 
promises untohis disciples, and among 
others there was one in particular,— 
‘“‘ He that believeth on me, the works 
that I do shall he do also ; and greater 
works than these shall ye do, because 
I go unto my Father.” He did not 


hated iniquity from the beginning. 


go to the Father, till after his visit ” 
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impriso 
he said to Mary, ‘‘ Touch 
me not, for I am not yet ascended to 
my Father.” What works did Jesus 
erform while on earth ¢ Did he not 
stand at the grave which contained the 
body of Lazarus, whose spirit had 
taken its departure from its earthly 
tenement, and raising his voice, cry 
out, ‘Lazarus, come forth,” and, by 
the word of his power, did not Lazarus 
come forth from the tomb? Did he 
not cause the dumb to speak, the deaf 
to hear, the lame to walk, and the 
leper tu be cleansed? What man, 
even among his disciples, was able to 
exercise greater power than this? 
When Jesus made that glorious pro- 
mise, he referred to the great work 
which they would carry on when he 
had passed from this sphere of exist- 
ence, and sent the Spirit of truth ; 
for, saith He, ‘‘ Greater works than 
these shall ye do, because I go unto 
wy Father.” Glorious thought! O 
happy reflection! Great is the wis- 
dom and mercy of our God! To think 
that the good works of his servants do 
not cease; no, not even while their 
bodies are crumbling in the silent 
tomb, but that with their spirits goes 
the power of the eternal Priesthood, 
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ned spirits, for after his {which is the'power to save, and 
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em to. carry on the ork, Db 
which is 
the redemption of man accomplished.’ 
When our minds are led out in:re 
flection upon this subject, our bosoms 
are filled with exceeding — plea- 
sure. When we think on ’s great 
redeeming Work, we feel inspired at 
the thought that our beloved Prophet 


and Patriarch, Joseph and 
together with all God’s faithful ser- 
vants of this last. dispensation, who 
have passed behind the veil, are now 
laboring devotedly in conjunction with 
those who went before them, as well 
as those who are still laboring here, 
for the accomplishment of that. sta 
pendous Work, by which: the-earth,; 
and all the teeming millions of God’s 
sons and daughters shall be redeemed; 
(save the sons of perdition). cl 

Thus does man pass along from 
stage to stage. The good and wisé 
look up to the true fountain of light 
The mighty river, ever flowing onward; 
rolls its waters into the sea ; and so 
that living stream of knowledge, which 
pours into the mind of man, rolls and 
increases, until the soul itself becomes 


like a mighty ocean of intelligence. ~~ 


> 


HISTORY OF BRIGHAM YOUNG. 
(Continued from page 200. ) 


HISTORY 


OF 
WILFORD WOODRUFF. 
[PROM HIS OWN PEN. ] 


June 19.—Mr. Jerrew gave us a 
good breakfast, put us omni tha Osage 
ver in a canoe, and we started upon 
our long day’s walk, it being sixty 
miles to the nearest house. We had 
hot any:hing with us to eat. Most of 
our travels through the day was 
through rairie; before dark we en- 
aire red land ; as we approached 

¢ timber, a large black bear met us ; 
ve had no weapons. When the bear got 
within about six rods of us, he rose upon 
is hind feet, and examined ns a short 
me, and went off. We were soon 


enveloped in such thick darkness, that 
it was with great difficulty we could 
keep the road, and surrounded by 
large drove of wolves, which kept a 
a continual howling, and woul : 
uently rush to within a few feet of Us, 
We travelled about two hours in this 
situation, feeling that we were m 
danger, and concluded to stop and 
build a fire, and wait till morning. 
Accordingly, we built a large 
which drove the wolves off; and 
we were about to lie down, we 
a dog bark, and a bell) We 
assured we were near a, house; 3 
of us took a brand of fireJand on gom 
about one quarter 
toa log hut, which was occupt! 
Mr. Williams, who had 1 
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son county during the mobbir 
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Saints, and had lately moved here, 
depending u his gun mostly for 
hisliving. It was sixty miles to a 
house on the north, and twelve miles 
en thesouth. He and his family were 
living in a small old log hut, about 
twelve feet square, and one bed in the 
room, upon which lay his wife, several 
children and three young dogs. He 
lay stretched out upon the bare floor, 
with his feet to a small fire. There 
was no door to the house, but a rag- 
ged quilt hung up in the door way ; it 
was past eleven o’clock at night. I 
turned away the quilt, looked into the 
house, and spoke three times ; no one 
stirred, not evenadog. I walked in, 
and laid my bands upon the man’s 
shoulder, and spoke tohim. The mo- 
ment he felt the weight of my hand, 
he leaped to his feet, and commenced 
running around the room, leaping as 
high as he could each jump. I told 
him not to be frightened, as we were 
travellers and friends, and did not 
wish to hurt him, but wished to stop 
with him over night. When he came 
to his senses, he gave us permission to 
stop with him till morning, if we 
would take the bare floor, as he did. 
We asked for sémething to eat, as we 
had walked sixty miles without a 
morsel of food. He replied, he had 
nothing for us, and assured us he had 
to kill game for his breakfast in the 
morning. He informed us that the 
reason of his fright, was in conse- 

uence of his having shot a large pan- 
ther, afew nights previous, standing 
in his door, and he thought his mate 
had lit upon him. We lay down upon 
the floor, and we were glad of this 
place, as it soon began to rain, and 
rained through the night. 

In the morning we arose, and went 
on in the rain twelve miles, to a Mr. 
Conner’s, who was also in the Jackson 
county mob. He gave us breakfast, 
but damned us while we were eating, 
because we were ‘‘Mormons.” When 
we had finished a hearty breakfast, 
we thanked him very politely, and 
went on our way, leaving him swear- 
ing. We felt thankful for breakfast, 
for we bad walked seventy-two miles 
without eating food. We taught from 
house to house es we journeyed. 

Jan. 24.—I preached at Mr. Nathan 
Tanner’s, in Green county, Missouri, 
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| the first time we had found a congy 


gation we could to in safety 
and the first time that I had er 
attempted to preach as a missionary, 
I had great liberty, and was follows 
by Elder Brown. During our pread 
ing, there was a snow storm. 

We arrived at Petty John Creek, ip 
Arkansas, where Mr. Alexander Ake 
man resided, with a large family ¢ 


sons and one daughter, settled around T 
him. Mr. Akeman, and a part of the denc 
family, were members of the Churd peo} 
in Jackson county; his wife died wish 


strong in the faith in Missouri. His 
whole family were mobbed, and som 
of his sons were whipped severely; 
but he could not stand the persecution 
and the loss of his property., He 
moved to Arkansas, to get nd of 
‘*Mormonism,” had apestatized, and 
was bitter against the Work. When 
we called upon him, he opposed u 
strongly—spoke against the leaders of 
the Church and the Book of Mormon. 
He had one son who received us, and 
had a little faith. I dreamed the 
night before, that we were required to 
walk in a straight, narrow path ; and 
while following the path, it led to the 
door of a house, which was placed in 
a high wall that we could not get 
around. As I opened the door to go 
through, I saw the room was filled 
with large serpents. I entered, and 
they all coiled up to jump at me;# 
they made a spring to bite me, they 
all fell dead at my feet, turned black, 
swelled up, burst open, took fire, and 
were consumed before my eyes. 

We met with much opposition from 
Mr, Akeman, and many in the neigh 
borhood. Elder Brown wished 
leave the place immediately. | told 
him I should stay, and see my dream 
fulfilled. We staid in the neighbor 
hood twenty-five days, during which 
time the Lord brought jadgment eT 
those who threatened to mob and 
us ; many of them died suddenly, a0¢ 
I was warned three times by the Lore 
to goto Mr. Akeman, and bear test 
mony unto him of the truth of ‘‘ Mor 
monism,” and the wickedness of his 
course in opposing it; and the 
time I called upon him, he was 
with wrath apainst me, and when I 
left his house, he followed me i & 


> 


rage, apparently with some evil intent 
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. a few rods from his | baptized Mr. Hubbel and his 
on tad wet treading on my | who had opened their doors and given 
peels, and fel) dead at my feet, as|usahome; and just as we had 
though he had been struck with light- | the people prepared to receive 
ming; he swelled, and immediately | Gospel and anxious to learn, and plead- 
nrned black. This created a great | ing with us to stay and p bro- 
ailing and mourning among his | Brown resolved that he wo con- 
family. Brother Brown and myself tinue his journey south. I was fully 
assisted in laying him out and burying | satisfied that should we stop, we 
him. He died Feb. 14, 1835. _ | would build up a Church, was 
This singular dispensation of Provi- | convinced it was our duty. to stop; 
dence brought solemnity upon the | but brother Brown held the office: of 
people, and they began to reflect and | an Elder, and I submitted. 
wished to hear preaching. We held Brother Brown did not baptize ano- 
several meetings and preached, and ‘ther person on the mission. ve 


(Te be continued.) | 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 


SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 1866. 


CHARTERING OF VESSELS.—EMIGRATION, ETC. / 
| 
As the season of Emigration is fast approaching, and we have received many 
inquiries from the Saints and Elders, as to the probable date our vessels may 
depart this year, we are happy to state that we are now in a position to furnish — 
the required information. We have chartered the fine packet-ship David 
Hoadley, 1,000 tons burthen, to convey the Saints from this port to New York, 
and which, unless prevented by any unforeseen circumstance, will sail upon 
Saturday, the 29th inst. Up to the present time we have received few names, 
compared tothe number in former years, and as it will be unmecessary te 
charter any more vessels this year, we have issued our notifications to intend- 
ing emigrants, earlier than usual, in order to give all ample time and opportu- 
nityto wind up their affairs, and make the necessary preparations for their 
departure at the above period. The advantages to be gained by going upon 
the vessels chartered by the Church, are so plain and obvious, that we think 
ve need not do more than make a passing allusion to them. The comforts 
and privileges enjoyed on board are much superior, to those usually possessed. 
by emigrant ships. A regular system of order and discipline, as we expect the 
Saints are aware, is strictly carried out ; and, when we reflect that this organi- . 
tation is composed of men in the Priesthood, who have gained experience im. 
tuch matters, and have, besides, the directing influence of the Spirit of God, 

© assist them in the guidance of those under their jurisdiction and control, 
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we trust that all who wish to go, will avail themselves of the privileges offery 
to them. There may be some, however, whose circumstances will not adni 
of such an early departure, and to them we would say, that we shall always) 
prepared to ship them at the most convenient period, and under the me 
advantageous circumstances. By informing us in time, we can be prepared 
secure passages for them in respectable vessels, so that they will be spared th 
annoyance of taking passage in some ship, probably deficient in comfort ai 
accommodation, and exposing ants) to the evil influences that too oftey 


accompany large vessels of emigrants. 

By the notifications already issued 6 the Saints, they will be able to com 
prehend all that is necessary, in regard to the time they will require to artim 
in Liverpool, the conveyance of luggage, &c., &c. We believe they have fr 
quently been cautioned through the Srar, as well as in their ship letten, 
against the impropriety and danger attendant upon coming forward, if labor 
ing under any contagious or noxious disease. There are medical officen 
appointed by Government, for the purpose of examining all emigrants befon 
leaving port ; still, one might pass and incur a heavy amount of responsibility, 
by sowing the seeds of disease and death on board ship, where the passengen 
are closely confined, and where every facility wuld be offered for its progress 
It would be much better, for any who know themselves laboring under such 
disease, to remain behind, than probably to be returned by the Government 
officials ; and we therefore trust the Elders will see, that all due precaution ss 
taken on this point. We would also warn the Saints against packing aay 
combustible articles along with their luggage, or placing it amongst thei 
clothing in a manner thal might favor ignition. Such things, although pro 
bably considered as matters of only trivial importance, affect the comfort and 
preservation of all on board. As regards the amount of Inggage allowed to 
each adult passenger, per rail from New York to Wyoming, we cannot state 
anything definitely ; but so soon as we receive advices from Elder Taylor, wil 
give due notice. We would, however, suggest to the Saints, the propriety # 
encumbering themselves with as little uscless luggage as possible, and adopting 
all means in their power to provide for their own personal comfort and con- 
venience. None but those who have been notified, and who can pay their 
passage money, need come to Liverpool in expectation of being shipped, 3 
it is entirely out of our power to do so, each passenger requiring a contract 
ticket, and coming under the inspection of the Government Emigration Agent. 

We may also state, that we have this year chartered the ship Zlectric, to sail 
from Hamburg, with the Scandinavian Saints, upon the 23rd inst. This 
change from their former route, has been adopted with a view to lessen the 
toil and fatigue, consequent upon a laborious overland and marine journey, 
before their arrival in Liverpool. - 

The few hints and suggestions given above, will, we trust, be acted upon, on 
by those interested in furthering the prosperity of the Work in every legitimate 
manner. If all leaving those lands are (as they should be,) actnated by 4 
desire to gain their salvation, they will attend diligently to the instructions 
issued for their guidance and welfare. By cultivating a spirit of humility and 
obedience, they will be prepared for any little difficulties and trials that may 
assail them on the way. It isas necessary to be prayerful, earnest and vigt 
lant on board ship, on the cars, or on the prairie, as inthe midst of Babylon; 
and if they are united in obeying the counsels of the brethren in charg’ 
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srything will prosper with them, the Spirit of Zion will rest upon theni, 
4 they will gain the goal for which they set out—namely, peace and salva; 
‘on in the kingdom of our God. et 


DEPARTURE.—Elder Henson Walker left here per steamship Etna, on the 
ond inst., for New York, te return home to the Valley, after an absence of’ 
wo years and-a-half, during which time he has been engaged on a mission to 
's country ; first, as President of the Cheltenham Conference, and latterly, 
. President of the Scottish District. He leaves with our best wishes for his’: 
ature prosperity and usefulness in the Work of God. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


on} a letter received from Elder Wilford Woodruff, dated 16th 
January, 1865, we make the following extracts -—‘*‘ Main Street, (East Tem- 
le) shows a great alteration since you left, both in the new buildings and street. 
Ve have had more rain and snow in our Valley, during the fall and winter, 
han we have had, I think, for two years before. We had a very dry summer ; 
ve came near losing our orchards. We are now digging an artesian well—have 
eached 170 feet without water. Our canal is laid out also from Utah Lake to 
his City, to bring the waters of the lake to water the land, and for canal pur- 
poses, and many are digging upon it. We have also laid out 14 miles of ditch- 
ing on the west side of Jordan, to bring one-half of the water of the Jordan 
iver, to water all the land from Feramorz Little’s dam, to Great Salt Lake; 
bis in consequence of the loss of the dam above Jordan bridge. It is 
supposed this ditch will be finished by the Ist April. It is estimated the west 
anal will cost some $40,000, and the canal on the east side, bringing the waters 
of Utah Lake to Great Salt Lake City, half a million dollars. Our enemies 
seem to have no power in our midst. Israel is still growing. 1 have been 
much edified in reading your editorials in the Srar, especially your inspiration 
upon Zion’s Camp Festival. I see the spirit of the Stax is alive, and you all 
seem to be prospering in the British Mission, which I am glad to hear. We 
are having another Indian war on our eastern mail line, so we will have to 
send all communications via California. We have had a good time through the 
summer and fall, with the Presidency and Twelve, in preaching the Gospel 
anc visiting the Saints through this Territory. There has been much of the 
spirit of preaching resting upon the leaders of Israel of late. The exertion 
male by President Young, during the past season, to get the Saints to lay 
up their grain against the day of need, has placed all kinds of products at a 
much higher figure than heretofore. A great exertion is being made to open & 
clannel for our trade and emigration via the Colorado, as the indication, is, 
thy our eastern route will be closed up. "4 

Ve also extract the following from a [étter received by us from Elder Geo. 
~ Smith, dated 23rd January, 1865:—‘‘ The winter’s Legislation has passed 
of pleasantly, and without a quarrel with the Federals. Many of the mem- 
Mersof the Legislation paid $15 per week for board ; the result is, thei posi- 
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tions in the Legislature were not very lucrative. The Theatre has been opm 
Lyne has done his best in tragedy, followed by Pauncefort. The President hy 
determined to have our own folks on the boards, or no plays. The “Collem 
Bawn” was decidedly one of the best played pieces that we have had on thy 
boards, in my estimation, as it was all performed by our brethren and sisten 
and in a manner so admirable, as to produce a sensation of joy not to be fd 
when spotted, speckled and ring-streaked compose the cast. The GenenJ are 
Assembly of Deseret has been in session all day. A Message from the Gor. 
ernor, an excellent address from the Lieutenant-Governor, and some remark 
from George Q. Cannon, Esq., rendered the joint session exceedingly inte. nol 
esting. An Aci in relation to printing, and an Act declaring in force the lan 
of Utah, enacted the last two sessions, and the election of an Associate Justice — 
of the Supreme Court, and a Secretary of State to filla vacancy, by absence, 
placed the machinery of State Government in complete order, should the 
Grand Architect give the word, ‘Hoist the gate, and let the water on th 
wheel.’ The weather is very cold. The snow is deep on the mountains. By. 
the-way, we have had a Legislative party—the Governor and big bugs had 

complimentary tickets, and most of the members attended.” > 
[We have omitted several items of news, and other matters of interest, from 
the letters of these brethren, the same having been recenily published in Pr 
sident Young’s and other letters.—Ed. | 
By the kindness of Elder George Reynolds, of this office, we have been 
favored with perusal of a letter received by him from Utah, from brother W. ¢. 
Staines, late President of the London Conference, dated 7th Jan., from which we 
extract the following:—‘‘Since my return, I have been busy attending to my om 
business, and to President Young’s gardens. I expect to have charge of th 
latter until further orders. Tnis is my own line of business. We are forcing 
some things; I cut some very fine asparagus and salad yesterday, and hope 
to supply the President’s table with such things, until they are naturally 
grown from the soil. My health is good, and I enjoy myself much in the 
midst of my brethren. We have agreat many strangers in our City, some df 
whom are doing business, while others are stopping until the winter is over, 
when they expect to return to the mines. Our own merchants are getting 
rich ; some, | am afraid, too fast for their own good. But as we have to 
tried in all things, riches not excepted, we need not marvel some have co” 
menced to receive their portion. One would think most of the Saints have bad 
sufficient experience, to be prepared for the blessings now being poured ott 
upon them. Iam sure I hopeso. The Gentiles in our midst are very quitt, 
more so than I have ever known them to be. I have not heard of the peat 
being broken since the holidays commenced. There are a few of them wh) 
would have liked it otherwise, but they have no power to harm or destroy. 
This is a strong testimony to me that the Lord rules in Zion ; and there never 
was a time, since our first settling these Valleys, that we had as much reasd 
to be thankful to the Lord for the peace vouchsafed to us, as that which is et 
joyed to-day by the Saints. The weather is very cold, with about nine ince 
of snow; and to-day the south wind seems to indicate a thaw. Tie 
destroying stations and preperty belonging to the 
er ail Company, also killing a number of soldiers and station keepe™ 


Report says there are thousands of Indians 
mined to fight. 


, and those, too, who are deter 
They are entrenching themselves, preparatory to fight with 
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roops. If this is true, it will cost considerable to whip them out; it will ais 
ut a stop to emigration to this City or to the mines, on that route.  Itomay 
b. however, that they may go south of the roads, and there do their fighting. 
smmenced the work, ‘To go through and destroy,’ the time is near indeed 
when Zion will be redeemed, and the Saints of the Most High possess the land 
of their inheritance. Goods of all kinds are selling at high prices ; provisi 

are also high. Flour 15 cents per lb., butter 1 dol. 50c. per Ib., el ~%4 
per Ib., coal 50 dol. per ton., wood 30 dol. per cord. I am happy to state 
that there will be sufficient grain in the Territory to supply the demand, and 


none need be without bread.” << 


NEWS FROM HOME. 


e have received files of the Deseret News and Daily Telegraph, up to the 
latter part of February, from which we learn that peace and prosperity reigns 
in the Valleys of the Mountains, and that the Saints are busy laboring for the 
advancement and progréss of Zion, both temporally and spiritually. As our 
readers would observe from last week’s issue, there were some important 
an matters brought before the Legislature, as to the formation of a company for 
C, irrigation and canal purposes. The report read to the Legislature by the com- 
rt mittee on irrigation, will give some idea of the laber and expense of artificial 
m fim watering of crops in the Territory. It appears that there has been constructed, 
be at public expense, no less than nine hundred and twenty-three miles, and one 
ag hundred and ninety-two rods of irrigating canal, at the average or mean width 
ne of 5 feet 7 inches, and depth of 2 feet, conveying water for the irrigation of 
ly one hundred and sixty-six thousand, nine hundred and seventy acres of 

he of every variety of soil, and at an aggregate cost of one million, five hundred 
of and eighty-one thousand, nine hundred and five dollars. Besides those already 
f, completed, there are extensive works in Great Salt Lake county in progress, 
m at an estimated cost of one million, ten thousand dollars, and in Davis county, 
be a estimated at three hundred thousand dollars, and also one in Utah county, 
ul 
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estimated at sixty thousand dollars. It is estimated that the cost of canals 

and water ditches, constructed by private enterprise, for the distribution of 
ut the water upon the lands and crops, will nearly, or quite equal the amount 
t, expended on the main canals. . | 
ce From the report of the committee who were appointed to make an estimate 
nd of the amount and quality of the land to be benefited by the irrigation of 
j. projected canal, to bring the waters of Utah Lake to Great Salt Lake City, and 
at fm “esigned to be navigable for the conveyance of granite for building material 
iD for the Temple, and other purposes, and to estimate the cost, including dama, 
ne locks, &c., we make the following summary :—The canal is thirty-two miles 
4 aud one-fourth of a mile in length. It is to be twenty feet wide at the bottom, 
be twenty-eight feet wide at the top, and to be excavated three feet in depth. It 
be will be necessary, at various parts, to construct heavy, substantial dam, alse 
1s. ten locks, six flumes, ten waste weirs 1o guard the locks, six mmaller weirs at 
i “*vveral creeks, six or éight feeders to supply the canal, and » number of 
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loose, temporary gates, to dam up the waters of the canal in case of a 

and a large nnmber of sluice-ways of various dimensions, to convey the wate, 
from the canal into the various channels for irrigation purposes. The approx. 
mate estimate of cost, is fonr hundred and three thousand dollars, while th 
amount of land to be watered, is calculated at twenty-one thousand, sev 


hundred and fifty acres. 


All these improvements add to the wealth of a country, and in proportion y 
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and i 
the resources of our Territory are developed, and the Saints become uniteda all 
advancing the interests of the kingdom of God, will they become a self-support born 
ing, a happy and an enlightened people. tion 

i oomp 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
AMERICA. of the kingdom of God. What an w.- 
New York, March 17, 1865. failing fountain of satisfaction mus Bi 
President Wells. be found in this, to all those who for Hi, . 
Dear Brother,—I arrived here via | years have contributed to tbis marvel ate 
California and Panama, on the 7th 


inst., after a tedious trip of thirty- 
three days, from Great Salt Lake City, 
experiencing all the cold of winter, 
and the heat of Central America, then 
the cold, raw, drizzling weather of 
New York. It would be out of place 
for me to speak of Utah and her in- 
terests to. you, who have so familiar 
an idea of all that pertains to the 
gathering place of the Saints; still, I 
may say that peace and industry, the 
characicristics of the people, are in 
no way diminished, but the reverse. 
They keep pace with the increase of 
the population, and temporal prospe- 
rity dues not appear to impair (as has 
sometimes been supposed it would,) 
the integrity of the mass. Thereisa 
manifest growth of faith and works ; 
the educational process of years, is 
developing stability of character, and 
the most superficial observers are de- 
eided, that we are moving on a more 
elevated scale of existence than that 
big fool—the world. The contrast is 
very marked to myself. The general, 
political, social, moral, ard, as a con- 
sequence, physical depreciation of the 
national life, is an unerring protest 
against the habitual violation of the 
laws of being, while we, an infant 
community, Just emerging from our 
swaddling clothes, present all the evi- 
dences of a vigorous constitution, a 


sure prophecy of the herculean future 


lous development; to those who, 
though failing to grasp the full grap 
deur of prophetic history, yet labored 


diligently in the field, and now see it 
waving to a luxuriant harvest, frm Hy), 
the blade, then the ear, afterwareds the Hy, 
full corn in the ear? It is asoure Bj... 
of pleasure to me, that I am even Ho 
slightly acquainted with the leaders of Hi), 
the hosts of Israel ; and even though HiM,,, 
in the race and battle of life, I may Hi .. 
never come nearer than to catch 4 i... 
glimpse of their garments in the dis tin 
tance, still I know that the Works 
onward ; and now in the midst of sy 


Babylon, far from ‘‘home, sweet 
home,” I will not fail to testify of 
Zion, speak good concerning her, and 
add my testimony to the unswerving 
honesty, fidelity aod truth of those 
who dictate, adopting for their sublime 
motto, ‘‘The kingdom of God or no 
thing.” I answer a great many que 
tions daily, proposed by both Saint 
and sinner, so far as the Spirit gives 
me utterance. When I feel that this 
returns to me again, I am silent; } 
can commune with my own heart a2 
be still. 

I am here as on last year, on bust 
ness for Mr. Jennings ; but the Pre 
sident kindly authorized me, in the 
interval, to seek to build up the 
Saints; and I am pleased to say, ! 
have had the power given me to do 80 
in brother Miles’s District, and thé 
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of the Saints have burned as | signs of the’ times, who have received 


besralked to each other by the way. and live the Truth. 


There is a general staznation in busi-| I have had a very interesting inter- 


rospective panic, and the in-| view with brother Taylor, who is now 
failure of many. Gold has | gone west. 
one down 35 cents since I .have been With re to the brethren from 
- cotton is falling, and merchan- | Utah, and praying that your labors 
iise, generally, much lower; but the|and administrations in the British 
and is not yet. How much of com- ae may result in the salvation 
mercial and social bankruptcy, will be | of many, who will shine as the stars 
born of inordinate gambling, specula- | forever and ever, [ am, your brother 
tion and war, no arithmetician can | in the Gospel, 
sompute. Those only can discern the Henry W. Nalrssirr. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


: ExcLanp.—Terrific shipwrecks have lately occurred on the east coast. On 
* HM the 22nd ult., a fearful storm broke over theYorkshire coast. The wind came 
: iown in gusts resembling the roar of cannon, sleet and snow falling fearfully 
* Bi wcompanied with lizhtning of an awful character, which not merely flashed 
around, making darkness visible, but was a succession of apparently huge 
forks, darting and redarting into the earth. Several ships became complete 
wrecks. The crew of one, consisting of five men, and two boys, were drowned, 
but the rest were saved by the coast life-boat. Two steamers, one belonging to 
Dublin, having a crew of seventeen men on board, and another from Glasgow, 


. vith acrew numbering twenty-two, are both supposed to have been lost.— 
; WE Hopes were entertained that the interview which took place upon the 29th 
, ut., betwixt the iron masters and men of South Staffordshire, would have 


beer successful. These expectations were however doomed to disappointment, 
, ill, it is confidently asserted on all hands that the strife cannot much longer 
continue, and that both sides having at length met, negotiations will be con- 
‘s fay sued until an adjustment of the difficulty has been come to. 
f Iraty.—Numerous bands of Neapolitan brigands, wearing uniforms, and 
+ fae pplied with arms and ammunition, have penetrated into the Pontifical 
¢ Ma tory, and have carried desolation into several provinces. All occupiers 
4 fa ave fled from their homes. The French troops, in conjunction with the 
ltalian soldiers, have adopted vigorous measures to destroy the brigands, but 
is thought that the Papal Government will remain inactive in the matter. 
Averics.—The Union forces appear to be gradually closing in upon Rich- 
nond. The rumor of Sherman’s arrival at Fayetteville, North Carolina, has 
ben confirmed by an official telegram from General Grant, giving a summ 
ofa letter received from General herman, dated at the place named, Marek 
(th. He states that during his march from Savannah, he encountered’ ne 
enlons Opposition. At Columbia he destroyed immense arsenals and railroad 
ttablishments, and forty-three cannon. Something of importance seems to 
b impending in Richmond, as the Despatch of 16th of March was published om 
ashget only, the reason being given that all the employes, printers, re- 
ow and clerks, were members of military organizations, and had been 
ved out by the Governor to perform special service for a short time. A 
summary of what Sherman has accomplished states, that in his march 
were 14 cities, 100 miles of railroad, and thousands of bales of ‘cotton 
boon 85 cannon, 4000 prisoners, and 25,000 animals captured, and over 
P white and black refugees set free. Great floods have taken place im 
‘"usylvania, causing immense destruction of life and property. 
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